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Executive Summary 

This report has been prepared at the request of Gillian Kartach, Clerk to Hayton Parish 

Council.  Treescapes Consultancy Ltd. have been instructed to inspect an ancient walnut tree 

growing in Hayton Village Green, and an oak tree growing in an area of roadside mown grass 

at How Mill.  We have been instructed to prepare a report on the condition and management 

requirements of the trees.  In addition to the two trees we have been instructed to inspect I also 

include comments about the black walnut tree growing in the village green.   

I inspected the trees on 13 June 2017.   

I consider that the common walnut known as the Hayton Walnut is in the ‘Ancient’ age class 

and ‘Normal Vitality’ health class (see Appendix 2).  It has a large, dense crown and the foliage 

is a normal shade of green for healthy tree of this species. 

The black walnut is in the ‘Semi-mature’ age class and ‘Normal Vitality’ health class.  The 

oak tree growing in the roadside area of mown grass at How Mill is in the ‘Juvenile Mature’ 

age class and ‘Normal Vitality’ health class.   

Section 3 contains my observations and noted defects, and Section 4 is my prognosis and 

contains a discussion about the health, condition and management of the trees.   

Notable features are depicted in photographs included in this report.   

At present, there is an entrance to the village green near to Hayton Walnut.  I consider that 

using this entrance will cause a certain level of soil compaction which could be detrimental 

for root growth.  I do not know the extent or severity of soil compaction, or whether it is likely 

to affect the health of the tree.  I recommend that the soil texture and bulk density should be 

assessed.  If the bulk density is high enough to have an adverse effect on the health of tree 

roots growing through it, options for reducing it should be considered.   

I recommend that closing the entrance to Walnut Field near to Hayton Walnut should be 

considered as this will reduce foot traffic in the future and associated soil compaction.  This 

should be done without excavating the soil.   

I recommend that erecting a fence around this special tree should be considered as this will 

prevent or at least reduce foot traffic causing soil compaction and allow the soil to recover.   

I recommend that either the grass under the canopies of all the trees should not be mown or, if 

it is, it should be cut less often and using a higher cut.  This will reduce the risk of damage to 

surface roots and buttresses.  Long grass may dissuade some people from walking close to the 

tree and reduce associated soil compaction.   

I recommend that mulching an area around the trunks of the trees with wood chips should be 

considered.  The intention of this would be to kill the grass and allow organic matter to become 

incorporated into the soil.  This will also reduce the risk of damage to surface roots and 

buttresses caused by grass cutting equipment.   

I suggest that options for reducing the risk of fires being lit in the tree should be explored.   

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss the recommendations listed above with members 

of Hayton Parish Council.   

I recommend that the trees that are the subjects of this report should be inspected every two 

and a half years and after extreme tree altering weather events, such as drought and 

windstorms, by a suitably qualified, experienced and insured arboricultural consultant with 

experience of managing ancient trees and roadside trees growing in areas mown of grass. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Instruction 

This report has been prepared at the request of Gillian Kartach, Clerk to Hayton Parish 

Council.  Treescapes Consultancy Ltd. have been instructed to inspect an ancient 

walnut tree growing in Hayton Village Green – the Hayton Walnut – and an oak tree 

growing in an area of roadside mown grass at How Mill.  We have been instructed to 

prepare a report on the condition and management requirements of the trees.  In 

addition to the two trees we have been instructed to inspect I also include comments 

about the black walnut growing in the village green.   

 

 

1.2 Qualifications and experience 

I have based this report on my site observations and I have come to conclusions in the 

light of my experience.  I have experience and qualifications in arboriculture and list 

the details in Appendix 1. 

 

 

1.3 Background information 

We previously inspected Hayton Walnut in 2004 and 2013 and the oak tree at How 

Mill in 2013.  The walnut was pruned after our 2004 inspection.   

 

 

1.4 Limitations 

This report is only concerned with assessing the condition and management 

requirements of the trees listed in Section 1.1 and depicted in the photographs included 

in this report.  This report includes an assessment of the tree based on the site visit.   

This report contains recommendations that should be carried out to manage significant 

identified risks posed to and by the trees responsibly and reduce them to an acceptable 

level.  Even after the recommended work has been carried out they could still fail but 

they are unlikely to cause significant harm unless the weather conditions are extreme 

and/or there are major hidden defects.  

This report does not take into account extreme weather events not normally expected in 

this locality.  Such events could include, but are not restricted to, severe windstorms, 

floods or drought. This report also does not take into account potential outbreaks of 

tree pests or diseases. 

Operations carried out in the vicinity of a tree, either in the past or future, could affect 

its health and/or stability; such operations could include, but are not restricted to, 

trenches excavated for the installation or repair of underground utilities.  I assume that 

no trenches have been excavated within the root zones of the trees as I’ve not been told 

of their existence.   

No decay detection equipment was used to help obtain the data presented in this report. 
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2 SITE VISIT AND TREE LOCATIONS 

2.1 Site visit 

I visited the site and inspected the trees on 13 June 2017.  All my observations were 

from ground level without detailed investigations and I estimated all dimensions unless 

otherwise indicated.  The weather at the time of the inspection was dry and calm with 

good visibility.  

 

 

2.2 Tree locations 

The Hayton Walnut is growing in the south-east corner of Hayton village green which 

is known locally as ‘Walnut Field’.  The village green is often used for community 

events.  The grass in the village green is regularly mown during the growing season.  

Along the southern boundary of the field runs the main road through the village.  To 

the east of the corner of the field where the tree is growing is the garden of a private 

property.  Adjacent to the road, the field where the tree is growing is relatively level 

but it eventually slopes down to the west.  Hayton Walnut is depicted on photographs 1 

to 11.   

The black walnut tree is growing in the north-western corner of the village green and is 

depicted on Photographs 12 to 14.   

The oak tree is growing in an area of mown grass in Mill How at Ordnance Survey grid 

reference: NY507 15643.  This tree is depicted on photographs 15 to 20.   
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3 OBSERVATIONS AND DEFECTS 

3.1 Hayton Walnut – observations  

• The tree is a common walnut (Juglans regia).  This species is native in South 

East Europe to China.   

• I consider that the tree is in the ‘Ancient’ age class. 

• I assessed the tree to be in the ‘Normal Vitality’ health class (see Appendix 2).  

• The tree has a large dense crown and its foliage is a normal shade of green for a 

healthy tree of this species (see Photographs 1, 2 and 3).   

• I measured the height of the tree to be 12.8m (16m in 2004 before it was pruned). 

• The diameter of the tree’s trunk, measured at a height of 1.4m, was 165.4cm 

(160cm in 2004). 

• There is a pedestrian entrance to the village green near this tree (see photographs 

2 and 3).  

• The trunk of the tree is significantly tapered and has pronounced buttresses (see 

photographs 3, 4, 5 and 6). 

• There is a pronounced root-plate merging into the buttress roots (see photographs 

3, 4, 5 and 6).   

• The trunk is hollow and debris has been deposited in it (see photographs 5 and 

6).   

• Inside the hollow trunk there appear to be charred in areas. 

• Part of the crown of this tree overhangs the neighbouring garden to the east by 

around 2-3m (see photographs 2 and 3). 

• Part of the crown of this tree overhangs an electricity sub-station. 

• There are items in a cavity in a branch on the south-west – this indicates that 

children climb the tree. 

• At the time of my inspection there was a public event in Walnut Field and part of 

the crown overhung a marquee to the west, south-west by 1m to 2m.  The edge of 

the marquee was 6.2m from the centre of the tree (see photographs 1, 2, 3, 4 and 

5).   

 

 

3.2 Hayton Walnut – defects  

• The trunk is hollow from its base to at least 5m (see photographs 5 and 6). 

Significance – Moderate 

• There is a cavity in buttresses on the south, south-east.  A fire may have been lit 

in this in the past (see photograph 9). 

Significance – Moderate, potentially catastrophic if a fire is lit 

• There is a cavity through the main stem at 3m.  Branch wounds have coalesced 

(see photographs 5 and 7). 

Significance – Moderate, potentially Major 
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• When tapped with a nylon mallet many of the surface roots sound hollow. 

Significance – Moderate 

• There are cavities in the structural branch to the west and south that are up to 

around 12cm in diameter. 

Significance – Moderate 

• Surface roots have been damaged, probably during grass maintenance operations. 

Significance – Moderate but increasing if it reoccurs periodically 

• There is a dead pendulous branch on the south towards a sign.   

Significance – Minor 

• Bleeding bark cankers on the northern side of a buttress on the east.  These 

indicate that some bark has recently died.  There is some white fungal mycelium 

(fungal material) under the dead bark (see photographs 10 and 11). 

Significance – Minor but potentially increasing if the health of the tree 

declines 

 

 

3.3 Black walnut – observations  

• The tree is a black walnut (Juglans nigra).  This species is native to North 

America. 

• I consider that the tree is in the ‘Semi-mature’ age class. 

• I assessed the tree to be in the ‘Normal Vitality’ health class (see Appendix 2).  

• The tree has a large dense crown and its foliage is a normal shade of green for a 

healthy tree of this species (see photograph 12).   

• I measured the height of the tree to be 7.4m. 

• The diameter of the tree’s trunk, measured at a height of 1.4m, was 14.4cm. 

 

 

3.4 Black walnut – defects  

• Bark at the base of the trunk has been damaged, probably during grass 

maintenance activities (see photographs 13 and 14).  

Significance – Minor but increasing if it reoccurs periodically 

 

 

3.5 Oak tree – observations  

• The tree is a sessile oak (Quercus petraea). 

• I consider that the tree is in the ‘Juvenile Mature’ age class. 

• I assessed the tree to be in the ‘Normal Vitality’ health class (see Appendix 2).  

• For its size, the tree has a large dense crown and the foliage is a normal shade of 

green for healthy tree of this species (see photographs 15 and 16).   



 

Page 9/29 

Hayton parish, Cumbria – report on the condition and management of three trees 

Prepared at the request of Hayton Parish Council  

© Treescapes Consultancy Ltd 26 July 2017 

• I measured the height of the tree to be 11.6m. 

• The diameter of the tree’s trunk, measured at a height of 1.3m, was 44.7cm. 

• There is a tuft of grass around part of the tree base (see photograph 17). 

• The tree is around 4.8m from the edge of the road (see photographs 15 and 16). 

• Part of the crown of this tree overhangs the road by around 2m at a height of 3m 

to 4m (see photographs 15 and 16).   

• Horizontal lines of depressions in stems and branches were probably caused by 

woodpeckers.  

• There are a number of ascending stems and branches. 

 

 

3.6 Oak tree - defects 

• A lower branch growing towards the road has divides at an acute union that 

contains included bark (see photograph 18). 

Significance – Minor 

• There are some acute branch unions with other branches but not the main stem 

(see photograph 20). 

Significance – Minor  

• There is a thin branch growing towards the road at 3m that is resting on a lower 

branch 1.5m to 2m from its union with the stem.  These branches are wounded 

where they touch (see photograph 19).  

Significance – Minor 

• There are other crossing branches within this tree that are either wounded where 

they touch or could become so in the future.   

Significance – Minor  

• There are some dead twigs within the grown that probably died due to shade – 

this is normal.  They are up to around 3cm in diameter and 4m long.  

Significance – Minor  
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4 PROGNOSIS 

4.1 Common Walnut 

The common walnut growing on the village green is extremely old and its trunk and 

main branches are hollow.  It was pruned after I first inspected it in 2004 and it has 

reacted well and has a relatively dense crown that is a good shade of green.  I consider 

that it is a healthy tree.   

Generally, healthy trees allocate resources to increase growth of areas that could be 

mechanically compromised, for instance by decay.  For this reason, I consider that 

there is not a significant risk that this tree will fail in the foreseeable future.  However, 

severe tree altering weather events, such as gales, drought or waterlogging, can affect 

any tree including ones that appear to be healthy and free of defects.   

There are some bleeding cankers on a buttress root on the east.  A number of factors 

can cause these including pathogens, ill-health, soil issues or mechanical pressure that 

kills cells.  Grass maintenance activities could damage bark in such a way that could 

cause bleeding cankers.  I do not know what caused the death of the bark in these 

areas.  I recommend that these should be monitored annually.   

There is an entrance to the village green near to this tree.  People walking and riding 

bikes in the area will compact the soil to a certain extent and could contribute to soil 

conditions being sub-optimal for tree roots.   

This tree is growing in an area of mown grass.  Grass maintenance activities can 

damage surface roots and root buttresses.   

There is a risk that fires could be lit within this tree.  If this were to occur the 

consequences could be devastating.  I recommend  

 

 

4.2 Black walnut 

The black walnut growing in the north-western corner of the village green is relatively 

young and reasonably healthy.  Areas of bark at the base of the tree have been 

damaged, probably during grass maintenance activities.  If this occurs periodically – 

even as infrequent as once a year – it will impact on the future health and condition of 

the tree.  I recommend that steps should be taken to prevent grass maintenance 

activities touching the base of the tree.   

 

 

4.3 Sessile oak 

The oak tree is growing in an area of roadside mown grass at How Mill.  It is a 

reasonably healthy tree.  It contains a number of branch unions with other branches 

that are acute and, in time, may become weak points prone to failure.  I did not note 

any acute branch unions with the main stems.  There are also some crossing branches 

that are wounded where they touch.   

This tree contains a number of upright stems and primary branches.   

There is a tuft of grass around the base of the tree indicates that recent grass 

maintenance activities have not harmed the base of the tree.   
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This tree is growing around 4.8m from the edge of the road and some of its branches 

overhang the road below 5.2m, the clearance that many Highway Authorities require 

above roads.  Over time, the crown of this tree will expand over the road.  This is 

unlikely to be an issue if lower branches are pruned to maintain the required clearance 

above the carriageway.   
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5 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Common walnut 

At present, there is an entrance to the village green near to this tree.  I consider that 

using this entrance will cause a certain level of soil compaction which could be 

detrimental for root growth.  I do not know the extent or severity of soil compaction, or 

whether it is likely to affect the health of the tree.  I recommend that the soil texture 

and bulk density should be assessed.  If the bulk density is high enough to affect the 

health of tree roots growing through it, options for reducing it should be considered.   

I recommend that closing the entrance near to the tree should be considered as this will 

reduce foot traffic in the future and associated soil compaction.  This should be done 

without excavating the soil.   

I recommend that either the grass under the canopy of this tree should not be mown or, 

if it is, it should be cut less often and using a higher cut.  This will reduce the risk of 

damage to the base of the tree, surface roots and buttresses.  It may also dissuade 

people from walking close to the tree and contributing to soil compaction.   

I recommend that mulching an area around the trunk of the tree with wood chips 

should be considered.  The intention of this will be to kill the grass and allow organic 

material to become incorporated into the soil.  A thin layer of wood-chip mulch – less 

than 10cm deep – will also reduce soil compaction caused by foot traffic.  Wood-chip 

mulch will also reduce the risk of damage to the base of the tree, surface roots and 

buttresses caused during grass maintenance activities.  As the wood-chips degrade they 

should be topped up but the combined depth of degraded organic material and wood-

chips should not exceed 10cm.   

The tree is hollow and debris has accumulated in the base of the hollow and cavities in 

buttresses.  Charring in the tree indicates that at least one fire has been lit in it in the 

past.  The debris may increase the risk of a fire being lit and if this occurs the 

consequences could be devastating.  At the least I recommend that debris should be 

removed from the base of the hollow trunk and cavities in the buttresses.  If fire 

lighting is considered to be a serious risk I recommend that options for reducing it 

should be considered.   

Finally, I recommend that erecting a fence around this special tree should be 

considered as this will prevent foot traffic causing soil compaction and allow the soil to 

recover.   

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss the recommendations discussed in this 

report with members of the Parish Council.   

 

 

5.2 Black walnut 

I recommend that either the grass under the canopy of this tree should not be mown or, 

if it is, it should be cut less often and using a higher cut.  This will reduce the risk of 

damage to the base of the tree, surface roots and buttresses.  It may also dissuade 

people from walking close to the tree and contributing to soil compaction.   

I recommend that mulching an area around the trunk of the tree with wood chips 

should be considered.  The intention of this will be to kill the grass and allow organic 

material to become incorporated into the soil.  A thin layer of wood-chip mulch – less 
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than 10cm deep – will also reduce soil compaction caused by foot traffic.  Wood-chip 

mulch will also reduce the risk of damage to the base of the tree, surface roots and 

buttresses caused during grass maintenance activities.  As the wood-chips degrade they 

should be topped up but the combined depth of degraded organic material and wood-

chips should not exceed 10cm.   

 

 

5.3 Sessile oak 

I recommend that, when necessary, branches that overhang the road below 5.2m should 

be pruned to create sufficient clearance above the carriageway.  The branches should 

be pruned 1m back from the roadside.   

I recommend that the smaller of the crossing branches on the north, north-east at 4m 

should be removed.   

I recommend that either the grass under the canopy of this tree should not be mown or, 

if it is, it should be cut less often and using a higher cut.  This will reduce the risk of 

damage to the base of the tree, surface roots and buttresses.  It may also dissuade 

people from walking close to the tree and contributing to soil compaction.   

I recommend that mulching an area around the trunk of the tree with wood chips 

should be considered.  The intention of this will be to kill the grass and allow organic 

material to become incorporated into the soil.  A thin layer of wood-chip mulch – less 

than 10cm deep – will also reduce soil compaction caused by foot traffic.  Wood-chip 

mulch will also reduce the risk of damage to the base of the tree, surface roots and 

buttresses caused during grass maintenance activities.  As the wood-chips degrade they 

should be topped up but the combined depth of degraded organic material and wood-

chips should not exceed 10cm.   

 

 

5.4 Implementation of recommended tree work 

Recommended tree work should be carried out by a suitably qualified, competent, 

experienced and insured contractor.  The contractor should carry out all tree work in 

accordance with the guidance contained in the British Standard: Tree Work – 

Recommendations (BS 3889, 2010) and Lonsdale (2013).   

 

 

5.5 Future inspections 

Due to the size of the trees and their locations in public areas, some near to roads, I 

recommend that they should be re-inspected every two and a half years and after strong 

windstorms and other tree damaging weather events by a suitably qualified, 

experienced and insured arboricultural consultant with experience of managing ancient 

and veteran trees and trees growing in mown grass near to roads.   
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6 LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 

6.1 Protected trees 

If these trees are protected by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO), located in a 

conservation area or protected by planning conditions, it will be necessary to apply to 

the Local Planning Authority (LPA) for permission before any work, other than certain 

exempted operations, can be carried out to them.   

 

 

6.2 Wildlife conservation legislation 

The nests of most birds are legally protected while they are in use (Pepper, 2006).  Bats 

are also legally protected and their roosts are protected whether or not they are in use.  

Tree work contractors should be aware of their duties under legislation enacted to 

protect wildlife and carry out their site assessment and work accordingly.  If bats are 

suspected Natural England should be consulted.  The Forestry Commission and others 

produced a leaflet called: Woodland Management for Bats (2005) which contains some 

useful advice and is freely available to download from: 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-6K3CXY (accessed 27/07/2017). 

On page 14 this publications states: 

‘The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 makes it an offence to disturb, 

damage or destroy bats or their roosts (even if bats are not present in the 

roost at the time of any incident).  The Act applies in both England and Wales, 

and requires consultations with the appropriate Statutory Nature 

Conservation Organisation [Natural England] before carrying out activities 

which might harm or disturb bats or their roosts (even if unoccupied).’ 

‘The Act is amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 in 

England and Wales.  This adds ‘reckless’ to the offence of damaging or 

destroying a place a bat uses for shelter or rest, or disturbing a bat while 

using a roost.  Under EU Regulations damaging or destroying a breeding site 

or resting place is an absolute offence, regardless of whether the act of doing 

so may be considered reckless or deliberate.’ 

 

 

  

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-6K3CXY
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Photographs of Hayton Walnut 

 

Photograph 1 

Hayton Walnut from the west. 

 

 

 

Photograph 2 

Hayton Walnut from the east.  The tree is near to an entrance to the village green 

and part of its crown overhangs a small area of the garden to its east (right).   
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Photograph 3 

Hayton Walnut from the north, north-west.  The marquee was around 6.2m from 

the centre of the tree’s trunk and its crown overhung it by around 1m to 2m.  Part 

of the crown of this tree overhangs some of a private garden to its east (left).   

 

 

 

Photograph 4 

The base of Hayton Walnut from the road to the south.  There are cavities in its 

trunk and some of its buttresses.  Part of the crown of this tree overhangs some of 

a private garden to its east (right).   
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Photograph 5 

The base of Hayton Walnut from the south.  There are cavities in its trunk and 

some of its buttresses.  People walking and riding bikes in this area will compact 

the soil to a certain extent.  Light can be seen through the largest cavity in its 

trunk.  

 

 

Photograph 6 

The base of Hayton Walnut from the north-west.  Its trunk and main branches are 

hollow.  People walking and riding bikes in this area will compact the soil to a 

certain extent.   
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Photograph 7 

Some of the decaying cavities in one of the stems of Hayton Walnut.  Light can be 

seen through it.  

 

 

 

Photograph 8 

Decaying cavities in the some of the main branches of Hayton Walnut.   
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Photograph 9 

Debris in a decaying cavity in one of the buttresses.  There is also debris in the 

hollow trunk.  If this was used to start a fire the consequences could be devastating 

for the tree.    

 

 

 

Photograph 10 

Bleeding bark cankers on the northern side of a buttress on the east of the tree are 

bordered in red.  These indicate that patches of bark have recently died.  
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Photograph 11 

Bleeding bark cankers on the northern side of a buttress on the east of the tree.  

Some of the dead bark has been pulled away to reveal white fungal mycelium – 

this may be of a wood decay fungus.    

 

 

Photographs of the black walnut 

 

Photograph 12 

The black walnut growing in the north-western corner of Walnut Field from the 

east, south-east.  
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Photograph 13 

The base of the black walnut showing bark damage that was probably caused 

during grass maintenance activities. 

 

 

 

Photograph 14 

The base of the black walnut showing bark damage that was probably caused 

during grass maintenance activities. 
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Photographs of the sessile oak growing at How Mill 

 

Photograph 15 

The oak tree at How Mill from the east, north-east.  Some of the branches 

overhang the road below 5.2m which is the height clearance required by many 

Highway Authorities.   

 

 

 

Photograph 16 

The oak at How Mill from the west, south-west.  Some of the branches overhang 

the road below 5.2m which is the height clearance required by many Highway 

Authorities.   
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Photograph 17 

The base of the oak tree growing at How Mill.  The tuft of grass indicates that 

grass maintenance activities did not cause basal bark damage last time it was cut.   

 

 

 

Photograph 18 

An acute branch union that is probably a weak point is ringed in red.  I consider 

that there is an increasing risk that this branch union will fail.  The branches 

emanating from the union are growing towards the road.   
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Photograph 19 

Crossing branches at around 3m that are wounded where they touch.    

 

 

 

Photograph 20 

An acute branch union that is probably a weak point is ringed in red.  I consider 

that there is an increasing risk that this branch union will fail.   

 

  



 

Page 26/29 

Hayton parish, Cumbria – report on the condition and management of three trees 

Prepared at the request of Hayton Parish Council  

© Treescapes Consultancy Ltd 26 July 2017 

Appendix 1 

The qualifications and experience of Luke Steer 

3. Qualifications 

• Luke Steer was awarded a National Diploma in Arboriculture in 1989. 

• In 1998 he graduated with an honours degree in Arboriculture and Amenity 

Forestry from the Forestry Department of the University of Aberdeen.  

• In 1999 he passed the Royal Forestry Society’s Professional Diploma in 

Arboriculture. 

• In 2001 he passed the final examination of the Institute of Chartered Foresters 

and become a member of that institute in January 2002.  

• In 2001 his application to become a Fellow of the Arboricultural Association was 

assessed to fulfil all the necessary requirements and he became a Fellow of the 

association later that year. 

 

4. Practical experience 

Luke Steer has been working and studying within the field of arboriculture since 1984, 

first as a tree surgeon and in an advisory capacity since 1998 when he started work on 

a short term contract reviewing Tree Preservation Orders for Chelmsford Borough 

Council. He stayed in this post until May 2000 after which time he become a Lecturer 

in Arboriculture and Forestry at Askham Bryan College, York. Between July 2002 and 

March 2006 Luke Steer was practicing part time as an arboricultural consultant and 

between January 2003 and March 2006 he was also working part time for the Lake 

District National Park Authority as one of their Landscape and Woodland Advisors 

responsible for all types of forestry and arboricultural issues within the national park. 

Since March 2006 Luke Steer has been working fulltime as an arboricultural consultant 

for his company Treescapes Consultancy Ltd.  While acting as an arboricultural 

consultant he has completed a number of commissions covering a variety of different 

aspects of arboriculture:  

• Carrying out an inspection of over 3000 street trees within a borough and making 

recommendations about their safety and management requirements; 

• Inspecting all the trees and the risks they pose within a busy tourist venue in 

Lake District and making recommendations about how to manage those risks 

responsibly; 

• Putting tree work out to tender and managing the resulting contracts; 

• Developing proposals to bring back into management a neglected woodland 

garden in a popular part of the Lake District; 

• Assessing whether trees may be affected by proposed construction work, and if 

so making recommendations about how to mitigate against such damage. 

• Compiling arboricultural reports to advise both property owners and prospective 

property buyers about any risks which trees may pose to a property.  
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5. Continuing professional development 

Luke Steer attends many conferences, seminars and workshops run by forestry and 

arboricultural organisations, colleges or universities.  

 

6. Relevant experience 

During his career Luke Steer has worked a lot with trees that are thought to be 

dangerous, firstly by judging how much of a risk the trees may pose, then how to make 

a tree safe and lastly by either carrying out the work or instructing others to carry out 

the required work. 

 

7. Membership of professional organisations 

In addition to the Arboricultural Association and the Institute of Chartered Foresters 

Luke Steer is also a Professional Member of the International Society of Arboriculture; 

a member of the Continuous Cover Forestry Group and the Royal Forestry Society of 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland; and Cumbria Gardens Trust. 
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Appendix 2 

Explanatory notes for some of the terms used in this report 

 

Mathematical abbreviations:  > = Greater than:  < = Less than. 

Compass Bearing:  N = north; S = south; E = east; W = west; NE = north-east; NW = 

north-west; SE = south-east; SW = south-west; NNE = north, north-east; NNW = 

north, north-west; ENE = east, north-east; WNW = west, north-west; SSE = south, 

south-east; SSW = south, south-west; ESE = east, south-east; WSW = west, south-

west. 

Species:  The species identification is based on visual observations and the common 

English name of what the tree appeared to be  

Age Class:  Assessed as either:  

• Sapling or newly established = a size which could be easily transplanted;  

• Semi-mature = prior to seed bearing age and could be transplanted with care;  

• Juvenile Mature = young and if healthy growing rapidly, not yet achieved full 

mature height;  

• Young Mature = early maturity, not fully grown but of seed bearing age and may 

have achieved mature height;  

• Mature = fully grown, annual growth is much reduced;  

• Old Mature = old for the species, possibly starting to decline;  

• Ancient = exceptionally old for the species, the crown may be retrenching, 

provides many opportunities for wildlife and is likely to be an important habitat. 

Trunk Diameter:  These figures relate to the diameter of the trunk 1.3m above ground 

level and are recorded in centimetres measured with a diameter tape.  If, for whatever 

reason, the height was measured at a different height above the ground it will be 

mentioned.  More than one figure indicates that the tree has a number of stems.  Many 

stems are indicated ‘Multi’.  If the DBH has been estimated ‘est.’ will be used.   

Height:  The height class of the tree was estimated as either: 0-5m; 5-10m; 10-15m; 

15-20m; or >20m.  If a single figure appears in this column it is the height of the tree 

measured with a Suunto clinometer or a Truepulse laser rangefinder.  

Health 

• Normal Vitality = normal growth and twig extension;   

• Moderate Vitality = reduced twig extension but other than that few signs of ill-

health.  Health could return to ‘Normal Vitality’. 

• Early Decline = reduced twig extension and some dead twigs in the outer canopy.  

If tree health is declining decay fungi could be colonising increasing volumes of 

wood.  Health unlikely to return to ‘Normal Vitality’. 

• Mid-decline = small internodes, the canopy may be thinning and contain dead 

twigs and/or branches in the outer canopy.   Older branch wounds that haven’t 

occluded may be decaying and forming cavities.  If tree health is declining decay 
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fungi could be colonising increasing volumes of wood.  Health unlikely to return 

to ‘Normal Vitality’. 

• Severe Decline = sparse crown, numerous dead twigs and branches in the outer 

canopy, older branch wounds likely to be decaying and forming cavities.  Health 

unlikely to return to ‘Normal Vitality’. 

• Dead. 

Defect Significance:  A subjective assessment of the likelihood of failure or the health 

of the tree declining.  The defect shall be categorised as either:  

• Observation, a feature that isn’t significant; 

• Minor, of little significance;  

• Moderate, of some significance; or  

• Major, a major defect that could cause the tree to fail at any time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treescapes Consultancy Ltd. 

37 Lightburn Avenue 

Ulverston 

LA12 0DL 

 

Office:  01229 586677 

Mobile:  07734 113964 

Email: luke.steer@treescapesconsultancy.co.uk 

Website:  www.treescapesconsultancy.co.uk 
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