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Cumbria Children’s Dyslexia Project 

Registered charity no. 1174230 

Trustees – Andie Runkee, Lucy Stanford, Caroline Cubby, Mike Anderson 

 

We should like to inform the parish council about our charity, whose aim is to screen all 

children in Cumbria aged 6 to 11 for dyslexia.  The project will use schools to facilitate its 

implementation as the easiest means of accessing such a large number of children but is  

NOT a schools project. This is a project about children, our children in Cumbria. If you have 

children living in your parish aged between 6 and 11 this affects you.  The project accords 

with priority 3 of the county council development plan “ To enable communities to help 

shape their local services and to  promote health and well-being” 

We are a registered charity and have received some funding which has enabled us to set up 

and run a small pilot project in the west of the county which has been well accepted by 

those participating and is  proving valuable.  Our members  include an accredited teacher of 

the British Dyslexia Association, 2 retired headteachers, a PR/human resources professional 

and me, a retired school secretary. 

Current thinking  is that 10% of our population is dyslexic  but indications are that much  less 

than half of these children are identified.  Children with unidentified dyslexia are unlikely to 

achieve their academic potential ,  frequently have very low self-esteem, disengage  and 

quite often become disaffected to the point where they may give up entirely. Perhaps the 

most telling evidence for this lies within the studies carried out with those in prison – these 

have estimated dyslexia is 3 or 4 times higher than the national average within the prison 

population.   

If you have dyslexia in your family or among your friends you will know of the hugely 

negative impact it can have.  Identifying it early and supporting children makes a very 

considerable difference to their prospects and their well-being. We are an innovative  

project – routine screening for dyslexia is not/never has been  carried out in the UK –  and 

we should like Cumbria to be the first county in England where all children  are screened 

and supported for dyslexia.   

We hope to do this through  

a) The use of screening software 

b) A handbook of realistic strategies, guidance and resource aimed at parents, children 

and teachers.  



The screening software ranges from £205 to £375 per package, depending on how many 

children we screen at any one time but we have negotiated a 25% discount with the supplier 

– if we buy over 50 copies of the licence.  We estimate that we will need 266 copies.   

Funding so far has come from some parish councils, several district councils, the Hadfield 

Trust, Sealy Beds and James Cropper plc at Kendal.  

Please will your parish council make a contribution to the project?  

We should be most grateful for any donation that you might think fit to make. If you need 

any further information please do contact us 

Thankyou  

 

 

 

Lucy Stanford  

Trustee 

 Contact details  

07708 629019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


